
Greetings 
 
Failure and the Importance of Lessons 
Learned 
 
My latest blog post is a follow-up on a post I did back 
in 2010, called “The Value of Failure”  In that article I 
argued that you should “embrace the failure as a part 
of the price to be paid towards the road of a positive 
outcome. It’s OK to fail, just don’t let it stop you from 
going forward.” A while back I attended the 
Chesapeake INCOSE Chapter’s Annual SEP Gala. The 
speaker was giving a list of attributes for a good 
Systems Engineer. And on the list included standard 
characteristics such as “Breadth across domains” ; 
“Depth in experience and expertise” ; “Capability of 
leadership” But there was one criteria that shocked 
me. It was, “A good Systems Engineer must 
have at least one failure.” 

Read More at my SE Blog 
 
It’s good to muse about failure and its effect on your 
character, but don’t let your first failure be the 
INCOSE SEP Exam. Read about our exclusive 
offerings to make sure you are successful when you 
take that all important exam. 
 
Our all new INCOSE SEP Exam Preparation 
Course [Self Paced Video version] is NOW 
available!!  
 
We just finished up recording one of our Live, On-
Line classes, based on version 4.0 of the INCOSE SE 
Handbook -- and now all the video lectures are 
available to you to watch at your convenience and 
within your time frame. Our course will help you 
contextualize the various Organizational, Project and 
Technical processes that are outlined in the 
Handbook.  We provide a comprehensive Process 
Flow diagram, multiple practice quizzes and exams, a 
study guide, and over 15 hours of comprehensive 
lectures. It’s a great value. The price is reasonable and 
no travel is involved. Sign-up today -- start studying 
tonight! 
 
 

Go ahead. Take that next step in your career. 
We’re here every step of the way! 
  
Paul Martin, ESEP 
President SE Scholar, LLC  
  
Be sure to forward to your friends and peers who 

are considering becoming INCOSE Certified.  
 

Latest News from 
INCOSE:  
The 26th Annual INCOSE 
International Symposium will 
be taking place in Edinburgh, 
Scotland on July 18 to 21, 
2016. The theme is “Achieving 
excellence through Systems 
Engineering.” I’ll keep you 
apprised if they’ll post the 
Keynote speakers videos like 
they did last year. If you ever 
get a chance, you should try to 
go to one of these conferences. 
It’s fun to be with “your 
people” and get invigorated 
about your chosen profession. 
Maybe I’ll bump into you at a 
future symposium around the 
Exhibition Hall. 
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What Previous 
Students Say: 

“I just wanted to thank you 
again for your excellent 
instruction. .... achieving this 
certification is a huge 
accomplishment for me ... 
You’ve been an instrumental 
part of this 
accomplishment.” 
 
“This course takes a very 
complex topic and gives it 
structure and cohesion in 
order to impart knowledge 
as well as suggest best 
practices: two thumbs up!” 
 
“Given that some sections of 
the [Handbook] are very dry, 
I appreciated Paul’s effort to 
keep it interesting and 
engaging.” 
 

Read more Testimonials 
here! 

SE Scholar, LLC is a new company dedicated to helping Systems Engineers obtain their 
INCOSE ASEP or CSEP certification. Our goal is to reach all Systems Engineers with 
affordable, high quality instruction no matter where they live and work!  
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